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Leonardo Boff extends the intuitions of liberation theology, showing how they contribute to

answering urgent questions about poverty and ecological degradation. If faith fails to appreciate the

ecological paradigm, Boff argues, it only adds to the crisis and begs for reform.
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Saint Francis most spoke and lived, based on the Gospel mandates, in intimate connection with

Nature and with the poor. Through close and systematic reflection on his Franciscan spirituality, this

holy and internationally influential Franciscan Friar, Father Leonardo Boff, here draws these threads

together, teaching us how the suffering of the earth is also the suffering of the poor and the suffering

of each one of us.Through hearing the earth cry we are liberated to a new appreciation of our Faith,

and of our call to action, in this case on behalf of the poor and the indigeous people who are further

dispossessed through the destruction of the ian environment.In fact, near the end of his exhortation

The Sacrament of Charity: Sacramentum Caritatis, Our Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI cries out for

us to follow our Euicharistic compulsion to alter those economic structures which leave the poor

dispossessed and the cosmic Creation destroyed.This excellent ecological, economic and



theological treatise first found publication by the great Catholic printing house Orbis Books in its

Ecology and Justice Series ten years ago and now achieves its tenth printing. This indicates that the

total number of volumes published by now reaches the six digits. Those volumes then fill seminary

libraries, parish libraries, personal libraries and are resold through services such as , bringing the

total number of readers to a whole new magnitude. How many works of modern theology reach and

inspire so many voluntary and eager readers?
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